
Peter N 
Zimmerman/R1/USDAFS

03/12/2007 02:49 PM

To Sandrah P Mack/R1/USDAFS@FSNOTES

cc Dave Lockman/R1/USDAFS@FSNOTES

bcc

Subject Re: Snags

Dave, Sandy,

The 1st sentence should read, "The Bitterroot Forest Plan states, "All snags that do not present an 
unacceptable safety risk will be retained."

For the record, here is further discussion and citations for the interpretation of that standard.  This email 
should suffice for your project record:

The purpose of the 1987 Forest Plan snag standard is to retain some vertical structure in the regenerated forest 
(Forest Plan Five Year Review 1994, p. 22, p. 70), in support of the wildlife goals and objectives, while providing a 
safe working environment. In contrast to some regeneration management practices prior to 1987 where no vertical 
structure was maintained at all, the standard intended that when conducting clearcuts, seedtree, and shelterwood 
harvests, some snags would be retained as vertical structure (John Ormiston, personal communication) and 
biodiversity (Forest Plan Five Year Review 1994, p. 16, Appendix – Detailed Reports p. 2).  In the Forest Plan Five 
Year Review it states that “In order to meet the intent of the Forest Plan to retain some large vertical woody 
structure, about two trees per acre are needed…” (p. 22).  In old growth habitat the Forest Plan has as criteria to 
consider “snags, generally 1.5 per acres greater than 6 inches dbh and .5 per acre greater than 20 inches” (II-20).

It is clear that the Forest Plan considered and permits salvage of dead or dying trees (FP Record of Decision, 1987).  
Fuel treatment is discussed in several areas of the Forest Plan (II-7, II-8, II, 28, III-7, III-13, III-20, III-28, III-34, 
III-38, III-63).  The Forest Plan FEIS even specifically discussed the concern of stand replacing fires following 
mortality from insect epidemics and due to fire suppression (Volume I, p. III-33, IV-22).  Salvage is also discussed 
in multiple areas of the Forest Plan and Record of Decision, further supporting that the removal of snags, beyond 
what is necessary for safety, was not only intended but was programmed (FP p. II-20(6), II-20(2), II-22(2), III-8, 
III-14, III-21, III-29, III-35).

Pete Zimmerman
Assistant Planner, Bitterroot National Forest
NEPA, Appeals, and Whatnot
(406) 363-7120 or (406) 363-7100
FAX (406) 363-7159

Sandrah P Mack/R1/USDAFS

Sandrah P Mack/R1/USDAFS 

03/12/2007 02:30 PM To Dave Lockman/R1/USDAFS@FSNOTES

cc pzimmerman@fs.fed.us

Subject Snags

Hey Dave,

Spoke with Pete --  The following paragraph could work in the Consistency section.

The Bitterroot Forest Plan requires retaining all snags that do not present an unacceptable safety hazard.  The 
purpose of the 1987 Forest Plan snag standard is to retain some vertical structure in the regenerated forest (Forest 



Plan Five Year Review 1994, p. 22, p. 70), in support of the wildlife goals and objectives, while providing a safe 
working environment.  The Trapper Bunkhouse is consistent with the Forest Plan by retaining snags as described in 
Chapter 2, Section 2.3 (PF-WILD-XX).

Pete said he will email us with a document you can put in your project file (along with the email he sends) 
and as you suggested Dave, reference that project file document in this section.  As you've done with your 
stuff you can just assign it a number and pass that on to Shirley.

***********************
Sandy Mack
North Zone Resource Team Lead
Bitterroot National Forest
88 Main Street
Stevensville, MT   59870
(406)777-7415 or 777-5461
spmack@fs.fed.us


